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THE CITY OF CAPE TOWN’S REHABILITATION OF MAIN ROAD   

FROM ATLANTIC ROAD, MUIZENBERG TO CLOVELLY ROAD, FI SH HOEK, CAPE TOWN: 

NEWSLETTER #2 

 

May 2008 

 
 
Dear Registered Interested and Affected Party 
 
1. PURPOSE OF THE NEWSLETTER 
 
As you are aware, the City of Cape Town has initiated the rehabilitation of a 4.5 km portion of the Main Road 
from Atlantic Road in Muizenburg to Clovelly Road in Fish Hoek. The purpose of this Newsletter is to provide 
users of the road with relevant information concerning the project.  
 
2. SUMMARY OF PROJECT STATUS 
 
Phase 1 of this project is being undertaken in four sections and is expected to last a total of approximately 
21 months, including holidays and weather delays. Although the commencement of Section 1 of Phase 1 was 
initially delayed given the shortage of bitumen in the Western Cape with the result that works on the alternative 
routes in the area could not be finalised, construction work on Main Road Phase 1 commenced on the 25th 
March 2008 and is expected to last until the 8th July 2008. Refer to Figure 1  for the revised construction 
phasing diagram for the overall project. 
 
A summary of the current project status is outlined below: 
 
�  First section of Main Road closed to two-way traffic on 31st March 2008. 
 
�  Milling machine used to remove asphalt to depth of 100mm. 
 
�  Extensive hand excavation programme to locate existing underground pipes and services: 

- Discovered abandoned water pipe and previously unknown utility connections; and 
- Large boulders between existing pipes (in new pipe zone) hampering trenching for new pipework. 

 
�  Work is currently approximately 2 weeks behind schedule: 

- An additional pipe-laying team will be brought on site to cope with difficult excavation conditions 
and increase production. 

 
�  Damage to Water Connection: 

- The unmarked water connection to Bailey’s Cottage was accidentally damaged by excavator on 
Tuesday 29th April 2008. It was necessary to close down the water main supplying the Far South 
in order to make the necessary repairs.  

- The City repaired the connection and water was restored at 13h00 the same day. 
 
Unfortunately the water for some residents on the mountain side of Boyes Drive was only fully restored after the 
long weekend as it was discovered that isolating valves were faulty and not opening to their full extent. This was 
subsequently repaired and the water supply normalised thereafter. 
 
A photographic record of the construction that has been undertaken to date for Section 1 of Main Road is 
contained in Section 3 below. 
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3. PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE FOR SECTION 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
View of the construction along Main Road  View of t he construction along Main Road  View of demarcatio n along the trenches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
View of material being removed   View of barriers i n relation to road   View of the trenches 
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4. TRAFFIC RELATED ISSUES 
 
The following traffic-related issues have been raised and discussed since the works commenced in 
March 2008, as outlined below: 
 
�  The completion of the traffic signals at Old Boyes Drive and Main Road (in progress): 

- More vehicles utilising Old Boyes Drive during evening peak travelling east from south. 
- Speeding causing residents’ distress. Trapping and enforcement have been requested. 
 

�  Improvement to ‘green’ time for Clairvaux Road, Mai n Road signal southbound not done yet 
- Improvement to ‘green’ time will reduce length of queue.  
- ‘Green’ time in Main Road northbound must be balanced. 
 

�  Variable messaging signs 
- These have been ordered after a detailed procurement process and should be erected in 

approximately 8 weeks time. 
 

�  Suggested increase in speed limit for Boyes Drive N orth: 
- Considered but not supported. 
- Only 24 seconds. 
- Drivers prone to speeding receive incorrect message. 
 

�  Increase in volume of traffic: 
- Difficult for residents to exit driveways however flagmen are assisting in the work zone. 

 
�  Unsafe overtaking and speeding occurring at relativ ely dangerous sections of roads: 

- To improve situation on Boyes Drive, road marking and traffic signage needs to be reviewed and 
upgraded. This together with driver education and active enforcement will improve the overall 
safety of this important route. 

 
5. SUGGESTED ALTERNATIVE ROUTES  
 
The following alternative routes are suggested: 
 
�  From Sunrise Circle Muizenberg to Simon’s Town: 

- Albertyn Road, right at Main Road, left up Old Boyes Drive, left into Boyes Drive. Clairvaux Road, 
Kalk Bay and Main Road. 

 
�  From Simon’s Town to Sunrise Circle: 

- Left into Clairvaux Road, Kalk Bay, Boyes Drive, right into Old Boyes Drive, right into Main Road, 
left into Atlantic Road subway. 

 
�  From Tokai, Kirstenhof, Retreat via Fish Hoek to Si mon’s Town:  

- Use Steenberg Road, Ou Kaapse Weg, Glencairn Express Way. 
 

�  From Simon’s Town to Tokai, Kirstenhof vai Fish Hoe k: 
- Use Glencairn Express Way, Ou Kaapse Weg, Steenberg Road. 

 
 
6. CITY OF CAPE TOWN’S PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS  
 
6.1 Public Participation Activities undertaken betw een March – May 2008 
 
The following public participation activities were undertaken between March – May 2008:  
 
�  Newsletter #1:  6th March 2008 
�  Emails / Flyers re: Notification of Delay in Commen cement of Construction:  11th March 2008 
�  Invitation to Community Liaison Meeting #2:  23rd April 2008 
�  Community Liaison Meeting # 2:   12th May 2008 
�  Newsletter #2:  Week of 26th May 2008 (we are here now). This is to be provided every two months. 
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6.2 Summary of Feedback from last Community Liaison  Meeting    
 
As previously mentioned, a meeting with key representatives of the affected community is to be held every 
2 months. Given the position of the key stakeholders within the affected community, it is hoped that the 
information at these meetings will be disseminated to the broader community. The minutes of these meetings 
are available upon request.   
 
The following key issues were raised at the last Community Liaison Meeting held on the 12th May 2008: 
 
�  Traffic enforcement along Boyes Drive was requested given dangerous overtaking and speeding that had 

been reported; and 
�  A clear diagram showing the project’s Scope of Work for each section together with an updated 

programme of the expected schedule of activities.  
 
A revised figure showing the Scope of Work and estimated key dates for the whole Project including Phase 1 
has been provided (as attached), however as the Engineers will be in a more informed position to provide an 
updated programme upon completion of Section 1 in July 2008, it was agreed that a more accurate version 
could be provided then.   
 
7. UPDATE ON THE MAIN ROAD WATER PIPELINE EIA  
 
As you are aware, in terms of the overall project, a Basic Assessment or EIA is required for the water pipeline 
associated with the proposed Main Road upgrading. The Draft Basic Assessment Report and Environmental 
Management Plan were both available for Public Review from 11th March to 14th April 2008. Aside from a 
comment received from Cape Nature indicating that they had no issue in regard to this project, no further 
comments were provided.   
 
Further to the requirements of the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning, the Final 
Basic Assessment Report (BAR) was subsequently made available for Public Review from the 18th April until 
the 20th May 2008. No comments have been received in this regard.  
 
Submission of the Final BAR to the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning has been 
scheduled for the 26th May 2008. 
 
Thereafter an environmental authorisation is expected in mid-July 2008 (54 days).  
 
8. PROJECT TEAM 
 
The project team consists of Mark Doubell, Paul Booth and Ian McDonald (Roads and Stormwater Directorate) 
of the City of Cape Town ; John Craig (Engineer), Andrew Rush (Engineers Representative) and Darryl Carver 
(Specialist Water Services Consultant) of Kayad Consulting Engineers ; and Rob Starke (Director), Jason 
Keating (Contracts Manager) and Andrew Simpson (Site Agent) of Civils 2000 . In order to ensure the safety 
and well being of the public, the project will be overseen by Health and Safety Inspector, Rod de Witt, of 
Independent Risk Analysis . 
 
9. EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 
 
In the event of an emergency, it will be possible for users of the road to obtain immediate information as to the 
status of the construction works, through contacting the Engineers Representative, 
Andrew Rush  at 072 355 5535.  
 
10. FOLLOW UP 
 
Should you or your organisation wish to provide us with any related comments, please contact us: 
 
Melanie van Breda / Kim Diedericks 
Chand Environmental Consultants  
PO Box 238    Tel:   021 762 3050 
Plumstead    Fax:   021 762 3240 
7801     Email: melanie@chand.co.za or kim@chand.co.za. 
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